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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education initiatives, programs, events, staff and student achievements & more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Specialist, 
        793-3220 ext. 236, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

PHS Turf Field Project Ground  
Breaking Ceremony Scheduled 
A ground breaking ceremony for the Plainville 
High School Turf Field Project is scheduled for 
Thursday, September 17th, at 4:00 PM. Local 
and state officials will be on hand to mark the 
official start of the turf field project. The event 
is open to the public. 

Linden Faculty Members Enjoy   
Workshop With Humor Specialist 
As part of the first staff meeting of the 2015-16 
school year at Linden, faculty members en-
joyed a workshop with Humor Specialist Linda 
MacNeal, from Humor Solutions. Attendees 
learned how to incorporate humor in class-
rooms, ignite optimism within, and celebrate 
collaboration. Further, faculty members 
learned the science behind thinking positively, 
laughing and smiling, especially in the most 
stressful, trying times.  

Did You Know? The Class of 2015 received 
over $162,000 in scholarships! 

MSP at the Mini Maker Faire 
MSP Technology Education faculty member 
Kim Coyle and students will participate in the  
first annual Greater Hartford Mini Maker Faire  
on October 3rd at Tunxis Community College. 
Coyle and students will be manning a “hands 
on” booth entitled “MSP launches 3D Design 
with Project Ignite!” where they will share how 
they use Autodesk's Project Ignite, Tinkercad 
and 123D Circuits to invent, innovate, and cre-
ate new objects through 3D Design and Print-
ing. According to the event website, it is a fami-
ly-friendly celebration of invention and creativity 
and is open to people of all ages who are inter-
ested in creating, making, building, innovating, 
tinkering, hacking, engineering, designing or 
connecting. Maker Faires serve as hands-on 
events that showcase projects other makers 
have worked on, while sharing new forms of 
innovation and experimentation across a range 
of disciplines. 

Plainville Community Schools 

Staff Notes 

Hydroponics at PHS!   
PHS faculty member Leanne Nolan’s Hydro-
ponic system is up and running in her class-
room. To date, classes are growing  cucumbers, 
peppers, beefsteak tomatoes, cherry tomatoes, 
basil and eggplant. A second system will be 
starting in the classroom next week and will be 
growing lettuce and swiss chard. There will also 
be an Aquaponics system where students will 
grow vegetables using the nutrients from the 
fish tank. Students in the Advanced Placement 
Environmental Science classes will be weighing 
the produce weekly and tracking how many 
pounds are produced from the systems, with the 
hopes of utilizing the produce in the cafeteria 
and culinary arts classes in the future.  

District Volunteer Program Offers  
Resources for Students  
The Plainville Community Schools’ Volun-
teer program is active in all five Plainville 
schools. Volunteers are recruited from local 
businesses and the community to work with 
students as mentors and tutors district-wide, 
and in the Reading Partners program at the 
elementary level. Volunteers typically meet 
with students once per week throughout the 
school year for approximately 45 minutes at 
the middle and high school levels, and 30 
minutes at the elementary level. To request a 
volunteer to be paired with a student, please 
contact Volunteer Coordinator Sue Bradley 
at 860-793-3210 ext. 357 or via email.  


